
22 February 2021 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
The ICES Journal of Marine Science (ICES JMS) strives to advance marine 
science by making judicious use of themed article sets (TSs). TS’s are series of 
coordinated contributions – introduced by a synthetic overview - on a selected 
topic. Both individually and collectively, TSs are instrumental in focusing 
attention, triggering opinions and stimulating ideas, discussion and activity in 
specific research fields. 
 
We invite you to participate in a TS on “Building the knowledge base to 
support blue growth in small island developing states” 
 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are a group of countries that face 
common challenges in achieving sustainable development, or even ensuring 
their continued existence (e.g. sea level rise). These challenges include growing 
populations, limited resources, inaccessibility, vulnerability to natural disasters 
and extreme weather events, and a high sensitivity to climate change. In some 
cases, they face major ecological challenges, such as marine heatwaves in the 
Pacific, or large-scale Sargassum influxes in the Caribbean. SIDS are generally 
only very minor contributors to global carbon emissions but will likely be 
disproportionately impacted by climate change. 
 
The development of a ‘blue growth economy’ has encouraged a targeted and 
strategic expansion across maritime sectors. These include fisheries, 
aquaculture, tourism, shipping and transportation, among many others. 
However, as these activities continue to increase, there is an ongoing need for 
scientific information to ensure that the balance between activities will not result 
in unnecessary damage to coastal or near-shore marine areas.  
 
The objective of this TS is to bring together contributions that provide strong 
and novel scientific knowledge in support of sustainability in maritime 
economies, and/or enhance understanding of species, habitats, and natural 
assets, in the world’s SIDS. Contributions that cover multiple activities across 
several sectors are especially encouraged. We seek inter- and trans-disciplinary 
studies on topics such as: 

• Climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies across maritime 
sectors; 

• Sustainability of fisheries, and new approaches to support resilience in 
fishing communities; 

• Sustainable aquaculture development, including as an alternative to 
fishing;  

• Blue carbon and the socio-economic valuation of habitats;  
• Habitat mapping in support of management and conservation; 
• Major ecological effects of, for example, large-scale Sargassum influxes, 

marine heatwaves, sea-level rise, extreme weather;  
• Quantification of, and guidelines for, marine litter; 
• Strategies for blue growth development; 



• Emerging technologies to support cost-effective monitoring and habitat 
assessments (e.g. Sargassum sp.) 

In addition to original research articles, contributions can take the form of a 
review, a “Food for Thought” essay in which you present a thought-provoking or 
controversial issue, a “Quo Vadimus” essay in which you describe what you see 
as the future of the field, question or issue, or a “Stories from the front lines” 
essay in which you provide a substantive account of challenges, wins and losses 
on any aspect of ocean and coastal sustainability, written as a narrative and 
drawing at least partly on the author(s) experience. 
 
Manuscripts should be prepared following the technical guidelines that can be 
found on the ICES JMS web site and should be submitted following the standard 
procedure. Please state in your cover letter that the article is intended for 
inclusion in this TS. Manuscripts will be subjected to the standard ICES JMS 
review process, overseen and coordinated by the Journal’s editors. 
 
Publication of TSs occurs on a “build as it goes” basis; articles will normally 
appear online within 4-6 weeks of their acceptance in final form. That means 
that publication of the first article accepted will not be delayed by the last article 
accepted. 
 
The deadline for submissions is 2 August 2021. 
 
You can also submit at any time before the deadline - your article will be 
published online as soon as it is finalized (it will not be held back until the TS is 
complete). 
 
We would appreciate receiving an indication of your interest in contributing at 
your earliest convenience. We hope that you will accept this invitation and look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
We hope that you will accept this invitation and look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Silvana Birchenough, Georg Engelhard and Tiziana Luisetti 
Themed set motivators 


