
CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
4 October 2022 
  
  
Dear Colleague, 
  
The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea and ICES Journal of Marine 
Science (IJMS) strive to advance marine science by publishing Symposium Issues. 
These issues are a series of coordinated contributions that are presented at an ICES 
co-sponsored symposium that are also introduced by a synthetic overview of the 
symposium objectives and its outcomes. 
  
The ICES-SeaUnicorn Symposium on ‘Human Impacts on Marine Functional 
Connectivity’ will be held in Sesimbra, Portugal, from May 22nd to 25th 2023. We 
invite you to participate in the symposium by submitting an abstract and to publish 
a relevant article in the symposium issue of IJMS. 
  
ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM 
  
‘Marine functional connectivity’ is a dynamic ecosystem property that sustains 
multiple ecological functions and marine ecosystem services through the spatio-
temporal fluxes of nutrients, biomass, genes, and species. During the last decade, 
research has focused on understanding the drivers of marine connectivity and its role 
at the ecosystem level, but there continues to be a lack of knowledge about how 
marine connectivity will respond to current and future human impacts. 
  
There is an urgent need to understand how marine connectivity is affected by 
anthropogenic pressures, including the ubiquitous effects of global warming (e.g. 
increase in water temperature and extreme weather events, changes in oceanic 
circulation, etc.), but also regional human activities modifying marine habitats and 
ecosystems (e.g. fishing, offshore wind farms, shipping, aquaculture, etc.). This 
includes describing the effects on connectivity of a wide range of human activities at 
different scales, pinpointing cumulative impacts where possible, and showcasing 
adaptive management strategies. 
  
The deadline for abstract submissions to the Symposium is 14 November 
2022. 
  
  
ABOUT THE IJMS SYMPOSIUM ISSUE 
  
We invite abstract contributions to this symposium and manuscript submissions to 
the symposium issue.  
  
The deadline for submissions to the IJMS symposium issue is 30 September 
2023. 
  
Example research topics include: 
  

-       Direct and quantitative evidence of long-term persistent impacts such as 
fishing and aquaculture on habitat degradation, pollution, climate change, and 
the expansion of offshore renewable energy and mining or fossil fuel 
extraction modifying benthic and pelagic seascapes and ultimately impacting 
marine connectivity. 
  

https://www.sea-unicorn.com/
https://www.ices.dk/events/symposia/ImpactsMFC/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/events/symposia/ImpactsMFC/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/events/symposia/ImpactsMFC/Pages/Call_for_abstracts.aspx


-       How recurrent connectivity pathways of marine organisms and/or the 
functional implications of connectivity can be altered by incidental human 
impacts (e.g. oil spills, marine infrastructures) or increasingly frequent 
extreme events resulting from climate change (e.g. increasing frequency and 
severity of storms, marine heatwaves). 

  
-       Anthropogenic impacts, particularly of climate change, shifting the timing of 

key seasonal processes that can alter marine connectivity. 
  

-       Impacts of climate change, habitat fragmentation and spatially explicit 
stressors, such as shipping (commercial vessels or private yachts) and 
fisheries, reducing flows and modifying pathways of marine connectivity, 
promoting, among other impacts, the spread of invasive species. 
  

-       Management strategies oriented to adapt and mitigate human impacts on 
marine connectivity, including interaction with stakeholders as well as the 
science-policy interface needed to efficiently manage connected marine 
ecosystems.  
  

  
In addition to original research articles, contributions can take the form of a review, 
a “Food for Thought” essay which deals with a thought-provoking or controversial 
issue, a “Quo Vadimus” essay which describes what you see as the future of the field 
or a “Stories from the front lines” essay in which you provide a substantive account 
of challenges, wins and losses on any aspect of ocean and coastal sustainability, 
written as a narrative and drawing at least partly on the author(s) experience. 
  
Note that IJMS becomes a fully open access journal in January 2023. Further details 
are provided HERE. 
  
  
PREPARING YOUR MANUSCRIPT FOR THE SYMPOSIUM ISSUE 
  
The deadline for submissions is 30 September 2023. 
  
Manuscripts should be prepared following the technical guidelines that can be found 
on the IJMS website and should be submitted following the standard procedure. 
Please state in your cover letter that the article is intended for inclusion in this 
symposium issue. 
  
Manuscripts will be subjected to the standard IJMS review process, overseen and 
coordinated by ourselves and possibly other members of the Journal’s senior editorial 
staff. 
  
Accepted articles will normally appear online within 3-4 weeks of their acceptance in 
final form. That means that publication of the first article accepted will not be delayed 
by the last article accepted. 
  
Publication of symposium issues occurs on a “build as it goes” basis so you can submit 
at any time before the deadline. Accepted articles will normally appear online within 
3-6 weeks of their acceptance in final form. That means that publication of the first 
article accepted will not be delayed by the last article accepted. 
  
We would appreciate receiving an indication of your interest in contributing at your 
earliest convenience (jm.hidalgo@ieo.csic.es). We hope that you will accept this 
invitation and look forward to hearing from you. 
  

https://academic.oup.com/icesjms/pages/open-access
https://academic.oup.com/icesjms/pages/General_Instructions
https://academic.oup.com/icesjms/pages/General_Instructions
mailto:jm.hidalgo@ieo.csic.es


Yours sincerely, 
  
  
  
Manuel Hidalgo, Lucía López López, Sussane Tunner, Ant Türkmen and Maria Berger 
  
Symposium organizers 
 

 


